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For Toni Brown, publisher and e ditorial director o f Relix magazine, making mus 

is all part of a n atural progress ion 
By Lu A8RAH 

T
urning urca ms inlO realit y 15 .1 tricky bus i n t'~ s PJrt o f the deal 15 The a n ~\\"c.:r came ~ratlu31Iy. 


bc in;, in lh ngh l p lace a l ,h e r igh t lime . T hen there <good olJ lal· -·Ahout 15 yc ;} r ~ .lg0. Robert 


ent and haro wor k . OOlh h.l\'C' II lot to d o \..·ilh ..I. n y typ(' o f SU4,:ce:; ~ . Hunter guse me ,] ~tlltar . sa ys 


In faCi . Wh:ll it t ,) k e: ~ to com e out on top '1c tm <; ~ i rnp l e . ye t no on'" has Br own "He ,)Jld. ·Ir r give thi ,'\. to ,. 
c\C'r J«:l.'dopc d J o ne- si::c -Iit.'> <11I fo rmula for in s url n~ pro,"pcr ity Su re you, yo u ha ve to pby it.' anti f ..... 
It:"re are c ountlc ~ "i bo o ks . ~~ c H~hc Jp tapes an d sem inars on (he s u bj ec t . re spected thJI.- \ Vh" t ~ I :lr t (' tl no!' a 


w I rO T mo~; r o f us. li fe. happens. TC~3.rul ' 550 tJ wh ich mUli\"~ional guru 5 lllllc "lrummin· J rltl s ing in in th e 

p ro raganJa ',ve h uy into . Th en the re are those. o ther pe ople That r:Jn: living roo m mor p h c: d into the: Toni 


rccu or pJSS iOnalc vision ..l ry wh o .J.pp ro:\che~ life as an artis t doc s ") Drown [hnu. :1 lop-notch rock ·n· 


('a n\·J ~". Jnd in the process, orcheS lra teCi t h e winds or rate !o creDle h~r rol! en s~ mhlc rhal ha s just 


'Y.\ n \\·orld r('lt"a !'ed its .;.rco nd album. - 1" \"(' 


I ~"$u a lly. hy not planni ng too much , thin gs JUS I naturall y seem to al way :; wrill en s() ngs .- says Bro wn. 

r.O Il1C to~C:lh C" r "· says s l nger /~on}! \\' rilcr T Oni Orown. '1 call it lh t" ·o rgan· -("ve been dOI ng that sin ce ( was a 


IC.: tJr r roaL:h." tha i's the sto ry or my life - An d it" .co a story that continues 10 kld . I \\'3::;' in a. b and wh en I was I. 


un ro ld. Be.'; ~ known as (h it publisher and editoria l directo r or Rdix ma~· tt ena p,e r. but I so n of look 20 )' t il fS 


a : in c . .1 po« , he', he ld fo r t h e P"'t 20 years. Brown h as evo l"cd from a orf.- sh ~ :.ays With a laugh. -I W 3 5 


'.\ luc-eycd . mu sic- lov ing flO\vc r c hi 1tJ. 10 J \Vorld~\\'i sr . ncw·mdlennium al wJ)'s int e re s. ted in p ursui ng 


rnc d ia mogul. Durin g her tenure at ReUs. J bimonthly mu sic magaz ine musi c. but r jus t nev er re ally. COn­

b:l '.; cd in Orook l~ · n, New'· York . th e publi cJ t ion h JS gro\'.'n he}'ond its sciously. ,hought i, would happen 


r UIl! " J"S .J Graterul Dead rln:::ine into an internationally disrr ib utcd and . Ama~ l ngl,' though. I slill f..lthe 


h igh ly rC~ il TlJ cd \· 0tce o n iln}"thing tha{ 4u"lifi es as wmu sic ror the minti ,­ same WJY I)bout a lo t or thi ngs: 

;l b! uJ.J C..1lcgury th.J1 i rH: IU(.h: ~ p ~~c h c..:ud i l· ruck /p m UJ rH..l . rq ;g ..H:. p::. ~,"mpl e the lu le Ir JC k of Ihe 


ne w J lhum . V~J(e To DrcJm -" lo t 

of my so ngs ha\·e rder c nces to 


And w itho u t th e Gratefu l De a d, dr C: .J nl "\: say:'\: Rro wn. -I 've al\\;) " s 

fell therc ·s I ,·cry fine linc hc twee n 


whic h was my life since basic ally dreJnls :lnd r (' a li[~· 11:'i j u."t thJI in 


dr('o.ms you u(ln ·, ge t in trouhle .­


1 969, i t was lik.e , 'OK, what 's next?'" U:J r~ ro UrcJm 1.$ c hock -rull o r 

Oro", n ·." or lioti rl,l l cornpo siti o ns . 

Fro m the rock in · blue~ shume .
- Toni Bro wn, p ub li s he r 
. Bati Ne ws : and -S rnKefl Rcc o rJ. ­
a ~ C' lr d e~ ribeti ~ '. "I d e open jlma n d ed itorial d irector 
\! c hi t: IC' .~ 10 the .~ 0 r!. elh~rcal 

~ound~capcs o f WT he \VlY Youof Ref ix maga zine 
TJIK .- rC Jturlng VaS ~lr Cleme nT' 
o n vi o lin , Brown and hn ban d 


hllJC'~ :.I nti u (h( ~ re l;:l!t.:d musicol s tyles . Altho ugh Dro \Vn didn·( originally explorc a va r iely or moods and 

t.-Cl l ~ ut In he I h ~ maga:inc ·" Uri\·ing ro rce . ~ h c · ~ n ourished in thJt rol~ . s tyle s One cons tant nro",n·s suI · 


B:lck in !hc miuo·70s. Rro\\'n ·s long. s trJ Tl ge Ir ip took 8 major turn Ir:o \'0(0. 1 st yli ng'l; . Rl,unding out 

["" ..l rd lhC' S~Jr" whe n she m el L~s I<.ippel. rou no cr o r l.? C:/I.Y. h;l l ks(;Jge:l( the rcco rd arc [l Gl uplc ~l r tunC'~ 


.. [U tl(Crt. T ht:' t wO lrl velcd in s irn ilJ r ~(..lC l d l circh.· ~ Jnti ( (l nlln UCu (0 De.1 d head.o;. \\ ill r C'co~ni:e wNt",.... 

l: I ' ,,"~ r :l1h s 3 t !\ how s anu par ics. Scrore long. Brown w;]s hclring out Jt Srccd\\"Jy RCH1glr .- (" la ~ " ic 

f?cI"· ~,,.l p roofre au e r. \Vh( n [he n-ed it o r J e IT Tamlrki n occiti erJ In IC'J ve. (jJ rcla / llunler compo sllion. llHj 
L1'" sa id. ·Hcr( . you ti o Il! ·~ sh e r~ C ,lJ1s with a iJugh 'E\le ry th inR hap · 

penn i reall y q uic kly. Anu oc ror.e l knc w it. I \\'05 the"' c uit p r- \\".1.0:0 ,1. t-!. rc."lt .... (ln~\\filcr ;IIlJ !I Ll ! o.; OIl).!, r(":1II .\ Jr .... er q· ' .1 11'1 m<>rt" 3tl('n· 
1 h!n gs cu rHinu.:d tu happe n qu!cld)". TIme n ew l.c .unirlg with tach . lion II :':.;J. \"(' ry e n \·H lJ ll rll r· rll ...d "' I l[l~ . ... , I~ ~ lt r"I\ 1l 

t t ,· ~ lI C. Oro\('n gui ded RC !l x ...... i l h In inlu' ili \·c h ~n d In :'lJJ il lon 10 ro '. c r · \\lith th e r c k .J ~e n r rh<: new Jl h llm. firm\ 11 j .: l hl c to (.)cu.<; on her UUJI 
11l Q, nc w Jnu emerging ba nds or rn r!: .:'In}un (' c1 "t" i ll t he- Il l ri(lll .d melli:! . career She:: pu r :I n .l lJ ·':I :H hJ rlf1 Ii ' b-cl hcr III o;.u prllrt th e r e"fL!. k.llur· 
10;. \ \· , 1'0 rh e CJSe wit h Ph is h \'. J y hJc.k when Ih c j.lr ll ~ h :.J rr\· qU.l rl CI rrom iog mu lli ·r nqr unll ill.d, .... t [ph!! l\ d .Hld 1,1 Ih l" II ~ illl.! f\ n fnt fl R r nl h<""r~ 

Uu rlir'~tLi n W,1.S sII lI p l.Jyill ~ h.Ar g l ~... . Rel l\· \··' nl rrrn l Inl" rd .1I1'l 1. .\CI [\\ h u :dsn rr t1 t!ut cJ 1 ) . 1((" f l l /)/(·,11 11 ) ..11 1 11 {' >r llll'r (; rJrd u l 11r.:a J key · 
j l,.'l :Jcd ly Il lll1 -I Il US IC.11 ' or ic ::;. Fr<1 rn J rc gu h r (O IUrTlIl 011 CI\ '· ir (~ lll1l c!l I ..d ht la rd r b~(' r IiI/I) CI1rl o..f .J n t(" 1l ..\ utl \\h nl .II! , Il l " r (" rI" f m l T1 ~ HrnHn 
l ~'W l"'.; l(llcilJi l1~ 3 C JnlrJ i~ 1l to r.1 i:;c ."I\\·a rt:n ("<;.S Ihal the f)E:\ \\',1:-' "rccrr· I." ,u CL"c ss fully na\ l ~ j ' .n ~ RC" h.\ rhr uu J.! h HM.II 111.1[1 \ d h ~e t\(" .. (", JT'I itC1K · 
ir,; ;lI ly tJr ge tin t4 Gratct"u l OC;) ti (" I H..:e- rt s fo r ma~S I\ !' unu crC' ovc r drug c lll ~ l houg h! would he t he mJ~a:ine " Je .:Hir Ko dl the J,m l ~('" ('I ( Ih e 
hU ~I:-: !?cli:< ha.:i p , L)v iJ cd J for um for l he lie·dyed Ll!thful o n.1n arrJ)" or Cratdul l1 0 J 
i<; suc ~ ~ h:J.t we re ot he rWi se O\·c rlou kru. ~I /"l) harry tn (",:':' .'. th;l\ Ihe -; cene i~ JII \c Jnd \\rJl . is \\l lrH' "q ' J h .~.1'.; 

r ru m Ih e b'·glnnin g. Rrow n com p lclr ly imrncrse u hcr :" c1r in f~("},\· $ th e- man~·. m:-t fl\ · fc"r i\'als Ih,ll Jre t,"'lng r lace ncr~· <; um mcr .· .<;a ~ 'i 
worlJ Fo r 1 Dr J.uh ~J cJ, it \Vas the:: ~crrec t ~it:t . Then. ,"I fe w yc.,r~ Jgo. ~ h c nro \\" n. - " ~ .iI IQ " hur)l cr'nr n~ li\ e mu ."ie <.: ( tll C"" rh .l t rrJII~ I I'ulun t 11 .1\ t 

!1 e~:l 1l !() YCl rn ror 1 ncw c hallC'n ~c [ w:·" I"- cfo rc Jerr y died. 'he GrJuful cxi.'.;l cJ when IIH.: Cr;l! { flll11(, ol tJ wc re pul Ihue IPUrll1g I hoc" qill.l lot 
(lcad \\ ere stJ rli ng 10 be Ic.<;; ." inspiring.' rel1 ecl s Brown ··A ftCf .krry dIL·U. ~( l inf! on wilhln th e CrJ !crull)eaJ ·" CJn1r a" \\ell as it" ll'rnmunilv IJf 
1just had thi s e m ply feeling . I kne w thJt I q ill hJJ til PU! (lu i the m:.:.p.j· r:.Jn s Th e C;lilldl.ll De.IJ h.l vC in \1ucn Lf d <;1\ nI,II1~· r (, ~l rlc . Phr.e;h inciud. 
:ine. whkh is no sm all fcJI. You ne ed so me in spirJ tinn 10 maKc Ih :ll h"r ' eu. {h;lt !ht:rr·~ this wh(lk rriCKlin~ tio\\n ("'Hr( ! !O Ih t n C""\\c r hJ.nJe; 
,en. And wiLhout Ihe Grateful De:ld. which was my Ilrc ~Inc (' hl."ieall y ., h:lt '.; r irit 1.<;; <; Itli \ cry much :lli\·c in the nc w rnu~l e ., he "' JllI .lllon i, \ .('r\. 

: n~ it was li ke. ·OK. what ~ n('x t )'~ dynamic :lnJ Rei/x I'.; ,hrl\·IIl5! . n r~an lC all .v (If ( Il\)r <;c l ~ Ic:::J ­

~ l AS Y[CAS .fUll • ee rOrE. 1. - UHII'U , . ,,,, 
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